SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2020 – 12:00 NOON
AT

PONCHATOULA CITY HALL

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at the Ponchatoula City Hall Chamber, 125 W. Hickory St., Ponchatoula, LA 70454
Helen Muller, Administrative Secretary, gave the invocation and Commissioner Schliegelmeyer followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:   Daryl Ferrara, Bill Joubert, James Nelson, and Jimmy Schliegelmeyer, Jr., 
Commissioners Absent:   James Wes Daniels II and Ryan Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Administrative Assistant; Lee Barends, Bonnie Naquin, Randy Martinez, Kim Coates, Bridgette Hyde, Ginger Cangelosi, Melissa Bordelon, Don Ellzey; Hammond Star, and Bryan McMahon; Ponchatoula Times,
President Ferrara welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

President Ferrara asked for a motion for approval of the October 13, 2020 meeting agenda.

It was moved by Commissioner Nelson and seconded by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission approve the October 13, 2020 agenda as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams

It was moved by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer and seconded by Commissioner Nelson that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting held on September 22, 2020, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
President Ferrara announced that former Commissioner/Treasurer Cheryl Brumfield had informed the Commission, by letter effective September 22, 2020,  of her resignation from the Commission. He asked that Commission Joubert present the financials for the month of September.

The Financial Reports for the month ending September 30, 2020 were presented by Commissioner Joubert. He reported that the Income Statement total revenues were $29,821.65 and total expenses were $54,610.00  leaving a negative/loss net income of $24,788.35 . Balance Sheet report showed Total Assets $ 7,824,923.43  Total Liabilities & Capital $7,824,923.43  for period ending September 30, 2020.
Commissioner Nelson questioned a section of the financials in regards to accounting procedures relative to employees vacation and unused annual/sick leave. In response, Ms. Barends, Bookkeeper for the Commission,  gave an explanation on all assets and liabilities associated with employee compensation benefits according to the policy and procedures of the Commission. Commission Nelson was appreciative for having the bookkeeper and auditor present at this meeting to answer questions. 
It was moved by Commissioner Nelson and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission approve the financial reports for the period ending September 30, 2020 as presented by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN-578-53-0012/H.003600 (323)

   Bulkhead, Yard Hard Surfacing and Rail Improvements, Phase III Update

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne reported that the clear lien certificate on  SPN 578-53- 00012/H.003600 (323) has not been received as of this meeting. The Rail-Tie maintenance project is presently out for bid.  It’s being advertised in the Ponchatoula Times, Official Journal of the STPPC, The Advocate, The Daily Star, and Central Auction House online listing Webpage for 45 Days with the deadline of November 16, at 10:00 AM. As a result, the port director requested/asked that the Commission move the STPPC, November 10th meeting date to Tuesday, November 17th , since the proposed date/deadline for opening the advertised RFP’s is schedule for Monday, November 16, 2020  at10:00 AM.  This would allow the Commission time to review the RFP’s and report the results for approval at the STPPC November 17th meeting. CN, for safety reasons, requested an expedited time frame in an effort to begin the rail-tie maintenance project as soon as possible
The Commission agreed to move its next meeting date to Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at 12:00 noon.  Notification will be sent out acknowledging the date change.

2.  LA DOTD Port Priority State Project H.011927- Transload Improvements  
     a) Resolution

The port director reported, as part of DOTD bid documentation, a written approval was received from the Department of Transportation and Development to move forward with its request for advertising for bid/proposals on State Project No. H.011927 (321) for Transloading/Site Improvements project.
Commissioner Nelson introduced the following resolution for Certification Compliance with the

Public Bid Law for SPN H.011927 (321)
Whereas, the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission has solicited bids for State Project No. H.011927 (321) in accordance with the current bid laws of the state of Louisiana, including, but not limited to R.S. 38:2211 et. seq; and

Whereas, the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission has submitted to DOTD Certification of proof of publication, one (1) copy of the bid proposals and bid bonds as submitted by each of the three (3) lowest bidders, a legible copy of the bid tabulation of all bids received, and certified to be correct by the Engineer and an authorized official of the Sponsor, a copy of the engineer’s recommendation, contract documents, Notice of Award of Contract, and a copy of the recordation data in the Clerk of Court’s Office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, in Regular session, assembled on this 13th day  of October, 2020, does hereby certify that the bidding procedures comply with Louisiana Revised Statutes 38:2211, et. seq.
It was moved by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that

The Commission adopt the resolution certifying compliance with Public Bid Laws. 

Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams
3. Building # 2 Lease Update
President Ferrara gave a brief summary updating the Commission on a previous motion relative to a meeting to discuss the Premier Chemicals lease options for Building # 2 prior to this October meeting. A meeting was held to negotiate/discuss options of their existing/future lease agreements.  
Attendees were: Daryl Ferrara, Pat Dufresne, Bill Joubert, and Andre Coudrain. Commissioner Joubert reported that after reviewing the three (3) proposed options by the tenant, it appears that the Commission is not able to accept two of the options in its entirety. Therefore, it leaves just one option that remains open for further back and forth discussion/negotiations. The Commission will be kept
informed on the lease discussions.
4. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
The director reported that an inquiry for a potential barge trans-loading of bulk/ construction materials was received by the port.  Commissioner Joubert commented saying it looks good to see all the railcar activity at the port and president Ferrara said it brings in additional port revenue. Lee Barends, commented that it is good financial business for the port.
5. Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner Joubert presented the October 13, 2020 invoices, with attached copy of invoice, for the Commissioners’ review and payment approval. 
1.  Dana Brown & Associates –Presentation  Inv.# 2204   Amt. $1,450.00

2.  AECOM  -Site Improvements-Phase IV  Prj. 60638292  Service Rendered (Aug.22-Sept .18, 2020) 

                         Inv. #2000409906     Amount : $822.50

3. Pinell& Martinez, LLC  ( Audit Dec. 31, 2019) Inv. # 12254   Amt. $6,000

4. Cashe Coudrain & Bass  - Services rendered –Sept. 2020 Inv.# 118571- Matter # 4623-4  Amt. $440.00

It was moved by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer and seconded by Commissioner Nelson , that the Commission approve payment on the October 13, 2020 invoices, as presented by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Audit Report FY 2019

Ms. Bonnie Naquin and Randy Martinez, with Pinell & Martinez, LLC Certified Public Accountants,  distributed copies of  the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission’s Audit for fiscal year ending December 31, 2019 for  the Commission’s review and approval.  She went over the Audit process and provided a summary of the Audit. The Audit represented the disclosure requirements to ensure that the evaluations in the calculations resulting on the total value of assets, liabilities, and funding requirements for the Port Commission are accurate. The Audit also identified the benefit health/retirement plan for its two employees as of December 31, 2019 which are included in future budget calculations. The audit was conducted in accordance with standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards set by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts and established by the Governmental Accounting Standard’s Board (GASB).  
In closing, Ms. Naquin disclosed/reported that the Commission had another good audit under the Government Audit Standards and that there were no instances of noncompliance or other matters in their findings.  Commissioner Nelson complimented Pat, Helen, and Lee for presenting another good audit.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Nelson that the Commission accept the 2019 Audit as presented by Ms. Naquin and Randy Martinez with Pinell & Martinez, LLC Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams
Remarks: 
Port Director Pat Dufresne thanked those for attending the meeting.
President Ferrara and Port Director Pat Dufresne responded to Ms. Ginger Cangelosi-TEDF inquiries  relative to the following port activities. 1) Tenant Lease Agreement, 2) Railcar Storage Agreements and 3) Audit payment. 
Having no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Nelson to adjourn.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 - Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson and Schliegelmeyer Absent: 2 James Daniels II, and Ryan Williams
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm.
_________________________________                              _________________________

James Wes Daniels II, Secretary STPPC                                Daryl Ferrara, President STPPC                                               

PAGE  
4

